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LIGHTS SHINE
BRIGHTLY

Tipper Light 2006 shaped up as a contest
between East and West. Would the forward-
control Asians beat the bonneted \Westerners in
their own backyard? The referees were Julian
Milnes, Dave Young and Kevin Swallow.

O ver the past 18 months all the van manufacturers have

developed new drivelines and revamped or replaced their
chassis-cabs ahead of the 2007 Euro-4 deadline.

The International Van of the Year committee, which presided
over an all-European line-up, recently gave top honours to Ford
forits latest incarnation of the Transit—but ignoring the Asian
products would be irrational.

They have developed strong engines that combine with
impressive payload potential to make them strong contenders.

For Tipper Light 2006 we gathered 13 vehicles at Moreton C
Cullimore’s site near Cirencester, Glos, where the battle boiled
down to European refinement and comfort vs Asian productivity.

The crewcabs were exclusively European. This growing sector
of the light CV market sacrifices payload for flexibility; the right
specification gives a truly multi-purpose vehicle, which is particularly
popular with local councils and infrastructure contractors.

Most manufacturers now offer LWB chassis with one-stop-shop,
dealer-sourced bodywork. These models generally combine good
handling with torque-based engines powerful enough to tow small
items of plant with a payload of around a tonne.

According to Vauxhall, feedback from numerous trade shows
indicates that contrary to popular belief payload is important to
prospective buyers of lightweight tippers. Small operators want
a 1.5-tonne capacity in this vital sector below 3.5 tonnes where
tachos, LGV licences and O-licences are someone else’s problem.
It’s not an easy compromise to achieve.

Many users don’t buy crewcabs for additional people — they don’t
want seats in the back and some even ask for a bulkhead. What'’s
required is a secure, enclosed space for kit,enabling their crews to
carry dry/clean and wet/dirty materials on one vehicle.
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Manufacturer: Citroén

Model: Relay

Underestimate Citroén at your peril. The Ready-to-Run scheme for the
Relay starts at £12,695, up £700 from last year, but still represents as
strong and competitive a deal as you are likely to find.

If you log onto the Citroén website (www.citroen.co.uk), the
‘van conversions'’ link for the tipper directs you to Tipmaster. The
Tipmaster body, which features on so many vehicles in this group,
is a no-nonsense product with a two-bolt rear gate and easy-to-use
wanderlead. The payload is a generous 1,200kg.

With front-wheel drive and 104hp ontap, the single-wheel rear axle
handles all the additional weight. The Relay copes well on the open road;
the cab, while not spacious, offers enough nooks for pens, paperwork

and phone. The positioning of the handbrake by the driver's door takes SPECIFICATION
getting used to, but makes more space for amiddle passenger.

The frontend of the cab isn’t as prominent as the Sprinter's so it Engine: 2.2-litre, common-rail
doesn'tfeel like you've lost it out on the road at tight T-junctions or Power/torque: 104hp/240Nm
roundabouts. In fact the dash-mounted transmission makes the Transmission: Five-speed, front-wheel drive
driving experience more like a Dispatch. Number of seats: Driver plus two

The floor has an acute slant from the bulkhead to the dashboard and Starting price: £12,695 (ex-VAT) via Ready-To-Run scheme
the drivers right ankle is at a sharp angle on the accelerator. This was Body make and type:  Tipmaster with steel floor & aluminium sides
noticeable after the first journey but wasn't an issue thereafter. Tipping gear: Tipmaster underfloor electro-hydraulic

For what is effectively an entry-level motor, the Relay did enough to GVWipayload with 75kg driver: 3,500kg/1,200kg

convince us thatthe Sevel range is a viable option in this market.
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Manufacturer: Ford

Model: Transit

Manufacturer: Mercedes-Benz

Model: Sprinter

Pretty much fresh out the box, Ford’s Transit is by far the most recent
vehicle in this group —and let’s not forget it has just been voted
International Van of the Year.

Its forward engine layout makes room in the interior, which seats
three comfortably and offers decent cross-cab access. It also looks
modern, with a classy feel to the dash and decent plastics throughout.

What struck us most, however, was the high level of practicality.
There are several large storage compartments, including one above
the instrument binnacle that also houses a power socket; a central
cubby has a flip-top that turns into a handy small table.

Getting comfortable is easy with plenty of adjustment on the
driver's seat, though the lack of an adjustable steering wheel does
slightly detract from what is a decent driving position.

The Duratorq 2.4-litre engine delivers plenty of usable power but
is slightly let down by a noticeable lack of refinement — surprising for
such anew vehicle. Engine noise intrudes into the cab once past
3,000rpm and it resonates harshly when pushed.

Attached to the Transit’s chassis was a Zintec steel tipper body
with a five-stage ram. Its solid construction is in keeping with the
nature of the Transit and it works smoothly. Driving, whether empty or
loaded, is a relaxed affair thanks to the superb steering, which offers
adecentamount of feedback. The chassis copes well in the corners
and remains unruffled on uneven surfaces.

SPECIFICATION

Engine: 2.4-litre, common-rail
Power/torque: 99hp/285Nm
Transmission: Five-speed manual
Number of seats: Driver plus two
Starting price: £20,650 (ex-VAT)
Body make and type: VFS one-way
Tipping gear: Underfloor electro-hydraulic
GVW/payload with 75kg driver: 3,300kg/1,100kg

There’s no getting away from the fact that even though the Sprinter
didn'twalk away with International Van of the Year, this is one vehicle
that seems to hog the limelight. Maybe people are intrigued that the
same company can build prestige cars and functional CVs; in any
case, new drivers invariably come away impressed.

Style is certainly a factor in its appeal: the sleek, versatile and
powerful Sprinter appeared at Tipper Light with the Tipmaster body
which added ‘ship-like’ to its list of adjectives.

The long bonnet, relatively flat windscreen and almost upright
steering wheel make driving the Sprinter feel like you are navigating
a barge. But with all manufacturers going for a near-identical look
you could argue that the streamlined chassis-cab can only be
perfected once.

This doesn't detract from the fact that the Sprinter is a beauty to
drive. The 2.1-litre diesel offers 109hp with 280Nm of torque on tap
from 1,600-2,400rpm. That translates to power and pace with no
small degree of longevity between gears, even when laden.

The comfortable cab with its sleek, dark interior throws down the
gauntlet to every other manufacturer — one downside is that its list
priceisn'tthe cheapestinits class.

The chassis is rear-wheel drive with a single-wheel axle and a six-
speed box as standard. The body was one we became familiar with
at this event: Tipmaster's steel-floored/aluminium-sided tipper with its
own underfloor tipping gear.

On the scales with a 75kg driver it offered a 1,150kg payload.

By BRI
J - . v 5

SPECIFICATION

Engine: 2.1-litre, common-rail
Power/torque: 109hp/280Nm
Transmission: Six-speed
Number of seats: Driver plus two

Starting price: £19,150 (ex-VAT) for chassis-cab
Body make and type: Tipmaster with steel floor & aluminium sides
Tipping gear: Underfloor electro-hydraulic
GVW/payload with 75kg driver: 3,500kg/1,150kg
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Manufacturer: Peugeot

Model: Boxer

Manufacturer: Vauxhall

Model: Movano

Although the new version of the Boxer has already been launched,
the tipper version won't be hitting the streets for a little while yet.
But things could be worse as the Peugeot’s overall ability belies
its years.

Granted, the interior looked dated, with its use of harsh plastics
and basic dials — butitis also easy to navigate, and the driving posi-
tion gives a commanding view of the road ahead.

What helps the Boxer raise its game is the 2.8-litre HDi lump,
providing plenty of grunt from low-down with useful urge continuing
up through the mid-range. However, it does peter off noticeably
as you reach the top end where noise and vibration make their
presence felt.

Getting the best out of the engine entails using the notchy five-
speed box, which needs to be handled with patience as its gates
aren'twell defined and itis clunky in operation. This works against the
engine’s ability and can make urban work a little grating.

This is partly offset by the Boxer's chassis which, while not
particularly compliant over bumps, feels ready to take a full payload
inits stride and is capable enough in the corners to avoid the skittish
behaviour that can blight this class of vehicle.

The Tipmaster tipping body feels well mated to the Boxer;
operation is smooth and the latch system allows you to open the rear
gate at the bottom or the top.

SPECIFICATION

Engine: 2.8-litre, common-rail
Power/torque: 127hp/300Nm
Transmission: Five-speed manual
Number of seats: Driver plus one
Starting price: TBC

Body make and type: Tipmaster with steel floor & aluminium sides
Tipping gear: Tipmaster underfloor electro-hydraulic
GVW/payload with 75kg driver: 3,500kg/1,340kg

When we had a Vauxhall Movano on long-term test we appreciated
the solid construction and strong engine, which produced decent
acceleration. As its only notable shortcomings we highlighted a
poor turning circle and noise insulation.

Well, we can scrub one of those criticisms because the chassis-
cab version cut out the noise intrusion. The Movano produced
pretty much the performance we expected from its 99hp/260Nm,
2.5-litre common-rail engine.

No single area is class-leading but as an overall package it's hard
to find fault with this Vauxhall.

Its appearance mirrors the current trend for a cheese-wedge
look, with 21st century curves replacing the straight lines so
popular in the late 1990s.

It handles well on the road and doesn't feel skittish when empty,
even though it has front-wheel drive with, in theory, most of the
unladen weight over the front axle. There’s a high seating position
for the driver with decent all-round vision, and the front end doesn’t
protrude at T-junctions.

Users will appreciate the amount of space in, around and
beneath the seats while the doors offer generous storage for bottles
and even the CM flask. Payload edges passed the one-tonne mark
and the chassis-cab price is close to the Sprinter —though both are @
beaten by the Citroén Relay.

SPECIFICATION

Engine: 2.5-litre, common-rail
Power/torque: 99hp/260Nm
Transmission: Six-speed manual
Number of seats: Driver plus two
Price as tested: £18,582 (ex-VAT) for chassis-cab

Body make and type:  Tipmaster with steel floor & aluminium sides
Tipping gear: Tipmaster underfloor electro-hydraulic
GVW/payload with 75kg driver: 3,500kg/1,050kg
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Manufacturer: Isuzu

Model: NKR

' ISU2U

The NKR offers class-leading payload potential and is cost-effective for
any number of trades, from landscaping to construction.

Being forward-control, the tight cab has minimal extra space for
personal belongings beyond the driver’s bag, paperwork and mobile.
Inits favour the NKR is cost-effective where payload is anissue,
hauling an impressive 1,300kg.

Onthe road it handles well. The lack of width allows the NKR to
negotiate narrow streets with ease, and helps when parking. The
engine is responsive under load with enough grunt to maintain 60mph
on dual carriageways, fully laden, without problems.
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Which brings us to the automated gearbox. The transmission
is simple to use and the changes are smooth and quiet, with the
economy mode making changes at lower revs and planting you

further down the box. The auto box should extend clutch and gearbox

life too.

One other pleasant surprise was the independent coil-spring front
suspension, which gives a commendably firm drive. Isuzu’s Achilles
heel with the original suspension was a tendency to bounce the driver
out of his seat when running empty over rough terrain, but the improved
suspension and auto transmission make the NKR a viable contender.

SPECIFICATION

Engine: 2.8-litre, common-rail
Power/torque: 150hp/375Nm
Transmission: Five-speed Easyshift overdrive auto with manual option
Number of seats: Driver plus two
Starting price: TBC
Body make and type: Tipmaster with steel floor & aluminium sides
Tipping gear: Tipmaster underfloor electro-hydraulic
GVW/payload with 75kg driver: 3,500kg/1,300kg
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